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Station Plan Manual 


THE STATION PLAN DEFINED 


1. The Station Plan is a method by 
which a donor or group of donors may 
assist the Board of Foreign Missions by 
contributing to the general fund, from 
which all appropriations are paid, a sum 
which is the equivalent in whole or in 
part of a foreign missionary’s salary. 

The Station Planis strictly limited in 
its operation to the support of mission- 
artes who are under appointment by the 
Board of Foreign Missions. 

2. In many of the Presiding Elders’ 
Districts the Epworth Leagues are con- 
tributing through this plan to the sup- 
port of a regular missionary, thus realiz- 
ing the inspirationand quickened interest 
created by a living link. Where a 
movement of this kind is about to be 
undertaken, write to the Mission Rooms 
for our leaflet on The District Missionary. 

3. Under this plan the donor estab- 
lishes his “ Living Link” with the work. 
This is a satisfactory arrangement, 
because it brings the donor in contact 
with the work carried on by the 
missionary. (a) It is a flexible ar- 
rangement and can be adapted to all 
sorts of churches, those of smaller 
resources being able to share with the 
larger churches in the inspiration and 


benefit which come from a “Living 
Link.” (0) It is an unselfish arrange- 
ment, for, instead of a missionary being 
monopolized by one church, he may 
serve as a “ Living Link” to an ever- 
widening constituency of churches in 
America. 

4. No native workers, preachers, stu- 
dents, or orphans, are supported under 
the Station Plan, all such being reserved 
exclusively for assignment under the 
Special Gift Plan. Parties desiring to 
contribute to these objects, under the 
Special Gift Plan, may obtain the neces- 
sary information concerning such gifts 
by writing to the Secretaries of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, New York city. 


CONDITIONS 


5. Station Plan money should be over 
and above the usual giving of the donors, 
one of the objects of the Station Plan 
being to increase the income of the Board 
of Foreign Missions. This object will 
be defeated where donors simply divert 
their usual gifts to the regular foreign 
missionary collection and put them 
under the Station Plan. 

6. When an assignment is made 
under the Station Plan it does not mean 
that the missionary designated thereby 
becomes dependent upon the donor or 
donors for his support. The financial 
features of the transaction are not with 
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the missionary, but with the treasury of 
the Board of Foreign Missions. From 
this it will be seen that the money con- 
tributed under the Station Plan is not 
sent directly to the field as an additional 
sum to that granted by the General 
Foreign Missionary Committee but it is 
placed in the treasury of the Board. 

7. The wisdom of this arrangement 
will be seen from the fact that it obviates 
the peril which would come from sepa- 
rating the missionary and his work from 
the Board which has back of it the 
larger resources of the entire church. 
Under the Station Plan the Board of 
Foreign Missions retains the direct 
responsibility for the maintenance of the 
work, the donors entering into a partner- 
ship with the Board personally to pay 
the expense involved in the support of 
a given missionary. 


THE PLEDGE 


8. In raising money under the Station 
Plan,while it may be found helpful to set 
a temporary limit to which the church 
may attain, this limit should be con- 
sidered as a minimum and not as a 
maximum or finality. To support a 
missionary is too much for many a 
church, while for others the support of 
several missionaries would not be im- 
possible. To set out to raise any arbi- 
trary amount, and to regard the respon- 


sibility as ended when that amount is 
reached, is to unduly limit usefulness. 
We are trying to bring the world to 
Christ, and the true ideal is to bring each 
member of the church face to face with 
his personal obligation to do his full 
part toward giving the gospel to every 
creature, contributing regularly and 
systematically for.that purpose. Then 
the aggregate will take care of itself, 
and many a church, as knowledge and 
devotion increase, will contribute as 
much for Missions as for local purposes. 


STATION PLAN CORRESPONDENCE 


g. One great object of the Station 
Plan is to increase missionary intell- 
gence and to makethe membership of 
the church acquainted with the location 
of our work, the personnel of our various 
Missions, the conditions which prevail, 
and the varied experiences and success 
in the different fields. Asan aid to this, 
letters written by the missionary as- 
signed under the Station Plan will be 
duplicated, andcopies mailedto League or 
district representatives. It will be the 
aim of the Board of Foreign Missions to 
furnish these letters once every three or 
four months, but their frequency will 
vary aS sometimes circumstances may 
delay the missionary in writing his letter. 

1o) Phe: Station» Plan is more than 
an opportunity to receive letters from 
the missionary in the field. Fully as 
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much as the church at home needs the 
letters of the missionary to inspire the 
interest and enthusiasm of the members, 
does the missionary at the front need 
the cheer and encouragement that may 
be derived from letters of sympathy and 
help sent to him by his Station Plan 
friends in America. Our Station Plan 
supporters can materially aid the work 
by friendly and helpful correspondence 
with their missionary on the field, who 
is contending constantly with great and 
difficult problems, oftentimes in the 
midst of a loneliness of which it is diffi- 
cult for those in the homeland to form 
an adequate conception. The Station 
Plan is thus an incentive and an oppor- 
tunitv to its supporters to write letters 
as well as to receive them. 


THE STATION PLAN AND PRAYER 


11. One of the greatest needs of the 
Mission field today is more prayer. The 
Scripture emphasizes the call to God’s 
people to pray that more workers may 
be sent into the harvest, and prayer for 
the speedy coming of God’s kingdom in 
the hearts of men is particularly pleasing 
unto him. It is a real vital force, and 
constitutes a definite contribution to the 
evangelization of the nations now sitting 
in darkness, and to the hastening of the 
success of God’s work. 


ADVANTAGES OF THE PLAN 


. Moreinformation concerning Mis- 
sionary work to the contribu- 
tors. 

. More sympathy and encourage- 
ment for the missionary at the 
front. 

. More prayer for the speedy com- 
ing of Christ’s kingdom and the 
evangelization of the world. 

. More money in the treasury of 
the Board of Foreign Missions. 

. More churches reaching their ap- 
portionment in full. 

- More workers for the Board of 
Foreign Missions, both at home 
and abroad. 

. The hastening of the coming of 
our Lord’s kingdom. 


REMITTANCES AND CREDITS 


13. All money contributed on the Sta- 
tion Plan is credited on the regular 
Foreign Missionary collection whether 
the apportionment has been raised in 
full or not. It is to be over and above 
the usual giving of the donors. A regu- 
lar treasury voucher will be sent on re- 
ceipt of each remittance, which voucher 
can be used as a regular Conference 
voucher. The Station Plan, therefore, is 
an aid to the pastor in reaching his ap- 
portionment, and wil possiples anaes. 
ceeding it. | 

14. Money raised on the Station Plan 
may be forwardedtothe Mission Rooms, 
rye: Fifth Avenue, New. Yorks city aa 
drafts made payable to Homer Eaton, ~ 
Treasurer. Each remittance should state 
plainly that it is for the Station Plan, 
and should give the name of the Charge, 
Presiding Elder’s District, and Confer- 
ence, with the name of the donor. Sta- 
tion Plan money may also be paid in by 
the pastor at Conference, but notifi- 
cation should be sent by him to the 
Station Plan office in New York city as 
to the amount thus paid in at Con- 
ference; 


